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	Mme Stephenson’s Kindergarten Weekly Newsletter:

Week 16

      January 10-14, 2022
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	Highlights for this week: Winter and snow, the letters I, l, and t
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	Birthdays this week…

Birthday this week: None

	Specialist

Science
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	Special Activities…

Library time: Tuesday


	The ten most important words this week- * indicates nasal sound

L’ iguana-iguana
Le lapin-bunny
Le tigre-tiger
Faire un bonhomme de neige- snowman
Le froid-cold
le chocolat chaud- hot chocolate
le patin à glace-ice skating
Patiner-skate
Le thermometer-thermometer
le ski-ski
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	Homework: 
Monday, 1/10/22
Tuesday, 1/11/22
Wednesday, 1/12/22
Thursday, 1/13/22
Friday, 1/14/22
Tell one thing you have learned about winter in the world vs. in Minnesota on Seesaw (Create your own document).

La lettre i
Les prépositions (Prepositions with Baby Bear)
La lettre Ll
Measuring length
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	Parent update: 
Some important notes: Children need a change of clean/dry shoes after recess. Please remember to take a few minutes each morning to check that your child has an extra pair of shoes, especially running shoes. Boots are a must, as well as hats, mittens, and scarves for outdoor play. Except if it gets really cold (I mean Minnesota cold), we will be going out to play. Children need to be dressed for outdoor play at all time.
Black History Month is coming up in a few weeks. Starting Feb 1 and until the end of February, children who express an interest in this activity will get to present on an African American leader of their choice. I have combined a list of 12 African American leaders, but your child’s choice is not limited to this list. If you have somebody else in mind, that will be great too. Please take a few minutes to look at the list and let me know before January 22 so that I can make a schedule for the young presenters. Here is my list: Barack Obama, Maya Angelou, Louis Armstrong, Frederick Douglass, Katherine Dunham, Althea Gibson, Patricia Roberts Harris, Matthew Henson, Langston Hughes, Jesse Jackson, Rosa Parks, Jackie Robinson, Daniel Hale Williams.
Upcoming events: LNFI is looking for new students to attend our school in the 2022-2023 school year! If you have friends or relatives with school-age children who are interested in our school, please encourage them to visit us and learn more! There are many upcoming events to which they can attend for more info, for example School Tours.  LNFI offers tours of our school for interested parents. Simply call the office at 651-221-1480 for specific dates and sign-up. Please share the above info with your friends and family with school-age children and encourage them to learn more about our school! They can also visit our website to learn more:  frenchimmersion.spps.org. Merci beaucoup!
Covid-19 update:

Please understand how important it is to get vaccinated against COVID-19. At this time, students ages 5 and up and staff are eligible and encouraged to get vaccinated if they have not done so already. One added benefit of vaccination is that students who are fully vaccinated do NOT need to quarantine if they are a close contact and do not have any symptoms.

Community clinics are being held at Chelsea Heights, Benjamin E. Mays, and EXPO Elementary this week and next week. No appointments are needed, and Pfizer booster shots are also available at these clinics. Gordon Parks offers vaccines for ages 12 and up every Friday. Families can find additional vaccination clinics on the Ramsey County website and at spps.org/covidvaccine. 

In addition, Ramsey County Public Health will host COVID-19 vaccine clinics every Thursday from 3-6 p.m. at the SPPS Administration Building (360 Colborne St.) through the end of the school year. Anyone age 5 and older can receive a vaccine, including booster shots for those age 16 and older who are eligible. Visit spps.org/covidvaccine to make an appointment. 
Non-School Days
There will be no school on Monday, Jan. 17, in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. All district schools and offices will be closed. There is also no school on Friday, Jan. 28, for teacher professional development.
School Choice Fair: If you were interested in volunteering for the Fair, please know that due to concerns regarding COVID19, the District has decided to cancel the School Choice Fair.
Transportation Changes/Updates 

The spps Transportation Department is currently experiencing increased bus drivers' shortages. Morning and/or afternoon routes might be cancelled due to this shortage. Families are being notified via the Bus App and via blackboard connect messages and text messages from our school. Announcements will be made during the day for the afternoon routes when they are being cancelled. Thank you for your understanding.
Literacy groups in Reader’s Worshop and Writer’s Workshop:

This week, we are going to change the structure in Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop.
In Reader’s Workshop- Instead of having a 5-group rotation, we are going to have a 4-group rotation.

In Writer’s Workshop- We are going to have a main activity at the tables while Mme Stephenson works with a table on a different project.

Please talk to your child about these changes.
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	Language Arts

Vocabulary: Winter and snow, words starting with i, l, and t
 Reading: Re-read a predictable book, letter sounds, short poems, distinguish sounds
 Writing: Color concept book, sound spelling, label a picture, generate ideas about a non-fiction topic (winter)
Handwriting: i, l, t
Speaking: Turn and Talk- What you did during the weekend
Literature: 
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	Math

Calendar math: Routines

Number sense: Count by 1s to 100, backward from 30, 1-1 correspondence, number recognition 0-20, introduction to counting by 10s, count winter objects
Preposition: Review and practice
Weighing and Measuring: Comparing length, comparing height, Comparing weight, comparing objects
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	Social Studies

Winter around the world vs. in Minnesota
Winter: clothing, favorite activities
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	Music and movement

Songs: Winter
Dance/Movement: Winter dance and yoga
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	Art

Theme art: Drawings winter pictures, adding details to your picture
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	Science

Daily Weather graph
Science with specialist
Winter: Characteristics
Weather Center: Create, focus on weather
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	Technology

Seesaw
IXL
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	Physical Education

Daily movements in the classroom
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	Health

Masking
Social Distancing

Hand washing
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